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Drinking From the Well of Origin. What does that mean? Alternative phrases could be "Tethered to Source," Aligned with the Divine, Anchored in the Sacred.” We will explore the idea of honoring what has birthed us, supported us, corrected us, and given us vitality as well as vital information.
Three points: 
1. We will keep our heads above water by nurturing what and who sources our lives, our well-being, and our direction.
2. We often do not recognize or acknowledge those who have given us guidance, wisdom, and course corrections, and sometimes others surprise us into remembering.
3. If you have chosen the Christian way, your Source is God as embodied in Yeshua ben Yosef. 
……………………………………
Let us enter the remarkable story of Naaman whose ego almost has him about to shoot himself in the foot. His arrogance blinds himself to the possibility that someone else might know more than he does about what ails him. Someone who could source his healing.
Naaman a Syrian general, is held in high esteem by the king of Syria, Aram. Naaman has become an outcast because of a skin disease. In a skirmish with Israeli soldiers, a young girl is captured who serves Mrs. Naaman. She boldly suggests to her mistress that an enemy personage, an Israelite prophet, could heal her husband. 
As scripture often does, the listener is left to imagine the details. Mrs. Naaman must have persuaded her husband, who may have tried everything to cure his disease, that he should cross enemy lines and go to the court of King Jehoram of Israel with a request. He does this.
King Aram of Syria gives him a letter of introduction to King Jehoram of Israel. The two countries must have been in a period of peace then. Armed with wagons filled with treasure, Naaman crosses into Israel and gives the letter to the King of Israel who is sure that the request to heal Naaman is the Syrian monarch’s method of provoking a quarrel. The Israelite court has a grape vine to Elisha who summons Naaman to come to him. Elisha clearly discerns that Naaman requires not only physical but spiritual healing; he needs to be taken down a peg for his wholeness. Elisha sends a messenger to instruct Naaman to wash seven times in the River Jordan.
Naaman is furious. His ego is triggered. He feels slighted, not being treated like the powerful general that he is. But he is not a powerful general in Israel; he is a supplicant who is not acknowledging that he is a supplicant. 
Now there is something interesting about this tale. Naaman is about to return to Syria in a huff without being healed. He would have done so maintaining his righteousness about how disrespectful and worthless the Israelite prophet is. His servants persuade him to do take this simple action, because, why not? They know their general well. “Sir, wouldn't you do something difficult to be healed? Why not do what the prophet says and try bathing in the river Jordan? Which he does, and he is healed and is converted to worshipping the God of Israel.
What is the source of Naaman’s healing? God? Elisha? The servants in the story have remarkable power. All of these.
Who has been or is a blessed presence in your life, past or present? Who has gifted your movements and provided your lessons in extraordinary and ordinary ways? Who or what Sources your well-being? Have you acknowledged that person, group, or event?
I know someone who has climbed Bear Mountain 948 times since 2014. I asked him recently why he has made this a practice. This action grounds him, releases him from the company of others and connects him deeply with the peace of natural surroundings. 
I have led grief support groups for many years. People will often mourn about how much they took for granted about the dear ones who died. With whom they may not have gotten along well. People who fed the quality of their lives nonetheless in invisible ways. How they wish they had said something. Acknowledging the ground that has given us stability is necessary for our well-being.
I have been a periodic attendee at Temple Beth David in Amenia, New York, for over twenty years. I first went out of curiosity and was welcomed immediately. I returned and returned, entranced by chanting in Hebrew and participating in Shabbat. I began to sense the Jewishness of Jesus, Yeshua in Hebrew. Yeshua ben Yosef – Jesus, son of Joseph. I did not realize it, but I was returning to the source of my spiritual master. I found myself dwelling in his world and drinking from the well of Jesus’ origin, and therefore, my own.
I had the privilege of expressing my gratitude to the congregation during a Shabbat service on June 7. This is a portion of what I said:
“Thank you, friends, and neighbors and those whom I have not had the pleasure of meeting. I am so grateful to have the opportunity to tell you what a contribution you have been to me, and continue to be, both individually and as a synagogue for the past 22 years. 
“I want you to know how my participation at Beth David evolved into seeing my Palestinian Jewish spiritual teacher more accurately. I will share specifics about the Jewishness of Yeshua ben Yosef as I have come to see him through Jewish eyes.
“My initial motivation in coming here was curiosity. I then moved from curiosity to feeling as though I was “one of you.” Over the years, I have appreciated our obvious differences. I am not Jewish, and I do not have your history, ancestry, tradition, music, or stories. This means I have so much to learn and receive!”
Then I went on to list all the Jewish qualities, observances, habits, and words of Jesus that I had come to recognize. The source of Jesus was the Jewish world, which makes it my source as well.
In the gospel today, Jesus says that he is the vine and we, meaning his disciples, are the branches. This points to the necessity to return to Source for his followers. We can do nothing without returning to Source. What is your Source? 
On this weekend especially, we also acknowledge that the Declaration of Independence is the source of our lives as Americans. It is the land we live in, whether we are citizens or not. There is a promise here that we are responsible for. 
How shall you honor what and who has given you life and breath and direction and the context for your decisions and movements. What can we do to protect and nurture that which protects and nurtures us? As we move toward this symbolic meal with Lord Jesus, may we be open to receiving the love that is being offered, always, in this encounter through table fellowship.
Amen


